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ROTTNEST ISLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.04 pm]: Thank you, Mr President, and now for something 
completely different! As members would know, I do not like to let anybody down and I always like to live up to 
people’s expectations, so it is incumbent on me this evening to rise so that I can live up to the expectations of the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. It is just a shame that she is away from the chamber on urgent parliamentary 
business and will not hear this contribution that I am going to make about the Rottnest Island Chamber of 
Commerce. Earlier this afternoon when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was contributing to the debate on 
Fremantle, we heard her say that she hoped that I would at some stage get up to enlighten members about the 
Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce. I am therefore going to do just that this evening. 

Recently, a former member of this place and a dear friend of mine, Katie Hodson-Thomas, who is with FTI 
Consulting, brought a chap called Mike Sier from Pelagic Marine Services to meet with me and to let me know 
that Mike’s business had recently purchased back from a foreign-owned company the barge that transports 
everything except tourists, basically, over to Rottnest Island. It is very good to see that that company is back in 
the hands of Australians. Mike has been very involved with a number of people who own businesses on the 
island. Contrary to the thinking of a number of people that everything on the island is and should be government 
owned, there are a large number of private companies and thriving businesses on that island. Mike got together 
with a group of them to form the Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce. Katie, while doing some work with this 
company, informed Mike and others about the very active parliamentary friendship group, of which a number of 
members of this and the other place from both sides of the chambers are members—that is, the Parliamentary 
Friends of Tourism and Hospitality, or FROTH as we like to affectionately call ourselves. Katie informed them 
that I am the convenor of that group and that it is a good group to get across some messages about tourism and 
new ventures that are out there. Mike came and had a meeting with me and asked how his members of the 
Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce, which is yet to be formally launched, could get to meet with my 
members. I told him the options were to either hold a function in the courtyard of Parliament House with the 
permission of the Presiding Officers—of course, Mr President, we would do that—or, alternatively, if he wanted 
to talk about and showcase Rottnest to us, arrange a function on Rottnest.  

So that is exactly what was organised for last Monday evening. All members would have received an invitation 
to attend that event. A number of members did take up the offer to go along to that event. Some were unable to 
do so because of electoral duties, family duties and things like that, but I can assure them that the function held 
on Monday night was such a success that there will be plenty of others in the future. I have already been told that 
“Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce meets FROTH on Rottnest” will become an annual event. I want to 
compliment the RCCI on running a most successful event.  

In the course of our duties we get to attend a number of events around the place, but I have to say that the one on 
Monday night was right up there with the best I have attended in the five years I have been a member of this 
place. We were picked up at Parliament House by a coach that had been organised by Rottnest Express Ferry 
service, taken to Rous Head and boarded the Rottnest ferry. There was a group of about 80 people altogether, 
made up of members of Parliament, people from the Rottnest Island Authority, the Rottnest Conservation 
Foundation, business owners from Rottnest, and media and other invited guests, and we went across to Rottnest, 
which did not take very long. It was a little choppy on the way over, as would be expected at about five o’clock 
at night, but I do not think anyone lost their sea legs on the way over; it was all done very quickly and very 
smoothly. Once we arrived on the island, we were met by the Rottnest Island volunteers, which is a most 
fantastic group of people on the island. Those members who have travelled over there before would have 
probably been shown around by the volunteers, ably headed by their president, Ted Zappara, and Harriet Wyatt, 
the manager of cultural heritage services with the volunteer group. We were then taken to the basin, where a lot 
of work has been done on beautifying the area there. For those who are familiar with the basin and the grassed 
area, there is a nice gazebo area there now.  

There was a cocktail party and speeches were made as the sun was going down. It was an absolutely perfect 
setting. During the evening, John Driscoll, the chairman of the Rottnest Island Authority, Hon Alyssa Hayden, 
parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Tourism, and I gave speeches. Once it was time to head 
back to Perth, we got our Simmo’s ice-cream from the Simmo’s ice-cream man who is now on Rottnest, which 
was fantastic. Back on the bus, we headed back to the settlement. We thought we were going straight to the ferry 
but another treat was waiting for us. It was quite dark at this stage, but when we reached the settlement, we were 
greeted by a number of characters from Scooplight Theatre who performed Rottnest After Dark. They took on 
the persona of a number of characters from Rottnest Island including Fay Sullivan, a former nurse on the island 
and wife of the late Des Sullivan who was Governor of Rottnest for a number of years, and Caroline Thomson 
whose husband Thomson Bay is named after, and Caroline Thomson Cabins, for those members who stayed on 
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the island. They gave us a vignette of what life had been like on the island as they escorted us back onto the ferry 
for some nice coffee and cakes. There was some other hospitality back on the bus, and we were back here by 
nine o’clock that night. The group also gave us a goodie bag containing a number of things such as a Rottnest 
Island hat and some brochures about the island. For me, the best thing was the jam doughnut from the Rottnest 
Bakery that we were all given. Those members who have been to Rottnest over the years will know that one 
thing we always line up for is a pie and jam doughnut from the Rottnest Bakery. 

The Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce will be a very active group. It is appropriate that it launched at the 
same time as the “Rottnest Island Management Plan” was released. Today we heard the parliamentary secretary 
talk about that plan. I think this will secure Rottnest Island’s future for generations to come. For those of us who 
have grown up loving the island and spending lots of time on it, I have lots and lots of stories from my past—
some that I would like to tell; some that I would not!—about things that have happened on Rottnest Island and 
the fun times we have had. The opportunity for people to make submissions on the management plan over the 
next two months is very important. The minister’s media release when she launched the management plan 
states — 

“The challenge for Rottnest for some time has been financial. For many years the Rottnest Island 
Authority has struggled to maintain the buildings, infrastructure and essential services needed. 

“To ensure the island’s future, we need to explore new ways to provide financial viability so we can 
preserve not only our generation’s favourite holiday destination, but also ensure we can provide the 
‘Rotto experience’ for many generations to come. 

I wholeheartedly agree with those sentiments. 

There has been a bit of negativity in response to the management plan. Some people have said that when the 
government is not involved in these things and it is private enterprise, costs will go up a lot. They cited that once 
the Rottnest Island ferry service had been privatised, the cost to travel to Rottnest Island jumped exorbitantly. 
The only issue I would take with that is that in living memory the Rottnest ferries have always been privately 
owned. The last government-owned ferry that went to Rottnest Island was probably a prison ship transporting 
convicts over there. The government has never been in the business of operating ferries to Rottnest. 

I would like to thank all of those at the Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce. There are too many people to 
name tonight because so many people were involved. They really did a fantastic job in hosting the members of 
Parliament on Rottnest Island. They have a very bright future together as a chamber of commerce. I encourage 
people to make submissions to the management plan. I look forward to holidaying on Rottnest Island for many, 
many years to come. 

House adjourned at 10.15 pm 
__________ 
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